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FOREWORD

Until the 1991 Broadcasting Act, the vast majority of production was done by broadcasters in-house.  Programme making was more evenly spread across the UK, albeit with a main production centre in London.

The increased number of potential suppliers, which followed the opening up of networks to independent production, combined more recently with the advent of hundreds of digital channels, has led to much more centrally controlled commissioning structures.  An unfortunate by-product of this has been increasing reliance by the London-based networks on in-house teams and independent producers based in the capital.  

Commissioners bear increased responsibility in a competitive age, and the easiest way to know what you are commissioning is to know whom you are commissioning from.

I would argue that allowing the mindset, which determines how we reflect ourselves to ourselves, to become more narrow and limited has not pleased viewers.  Tellingly, a recent BBC Trust survey that asked – “would you care if the BBC was not there?” – found that the further away from London you asked that question, the less people said they would miss the BBC.  It is dangerous if  UK Television is seen to have become the plaything of a metropolitan elite divorced from the rest of the country.  

Changing the system to ensure all viewers are well served is akin to turning a tanker at sea.  It needs a lot of motivation to overcome the momentum which would otherwise drive it on in the same direction.  Politics, regulation and public service broadcasters becoming aware that they were not serving all of their public, are all part of that motivation.  

Pact has played a key role, engaging in the discussions which have transformed thinking about where we source our programmes.  But this all needs to be supported by credible research if we are to speak with genuine authority.  The devil is, as always, in the detail. Now that we have consistent definitions across all broadcasters we should benefit from consistent reporting and transparency, which hasn’t always been the case.

Last year’s Production Trend Report resulted in Ofcom reviewing  ITV’s reporting, which uncovered  errors.  At the time of writing we are waiting for Ofcom to decide how to deal with a broadcaster which delivers incorrect returns.  Whatever is done needs to lead to real change; change that the viewing public clearly wants. It is they, after all, who pay for the programmes through their licence fee or their purchases.

In a broadcasting system where the principle is light touch regulation, we all need to play our part in ensuring regulations are upheld, and Pact is grateful to its many member who assisted in forensic analysis of programme sourcing in order to persuade Ofcom to look again at what they had been told.

As broadcasters announce major strategic changes, Pact’s research into the consequences remains hugely important.  This year’s figures predate the recent Nations initiative, and not surprisingly show little improvement overall compared with last year, which in turn had shown steady decline.  

The good news, however, is in the optimism of producers outside London.  Their determination to seize opportunities and to succeed is delivering landmark and popular programming to terrestrial channels, and to the 100’s of digital channels, who seem much less concerned about where a company is based.  And they are building international links which create secondary sales and coproduction partners.  

Recent Price Waterhouse Cooper research for the BBC Trust noted that BBC spend had a greater impact in Nations and Regions when it was with independent, rather than in-house production.  London indies may have been the vanguard of growth, but Nations and Regions, when given the opportunity, are every bit as capable of building businesses and sustaining and developing talent bases.

David Strachan

Chair, Nations and Regions Committee

November 2008

Production Trend Report 2007

For

Out of London

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Production Trend Report 2007 undertaken by Pact, would not have been possible if it wasn’t for the kind support of Scottish Screen.  We are extremely grateful for their help in ensuring that an independent survey of UK network production outside of the M25 continues to be possible.  
Last year we carried out the survey from 2004 to 2006, which produced an analysis on trends and volume, indicating areas of growth or decline within the Nations and Regions over a three year period.  This 2007 report has been measured against the original results to provide us with a trend of changes over a four year period.

Pact’s original aim for these reports was to better understand the ‘state of the nation’ within production.   Our objective was to unpack figures released in Ofcom’s Communications Market Report, and take a deeper look to better understand what is happening to the industry outside of London.

We used the same method of data as the previous report, which was gathered through a variety of channels; using metadata from all network programmes shown on the five terrestrial channels (BBC1, BBC2, ITV1, C4 and five), and BARB programme data, for the period January 2007 to December 2007 and analysed by research company Attentional.

Following the results of our first Production Trend Report we publically highlighted programmes we felt should not qualify into various Nations and Regions.   We also queried our differing results against that of Ofcom’s Nations and Regions Market Report.  Shortly after the release of our report Ofcom carried out audits on individual broadcasters.  The result of this audit found that ITV had in fact missed their out of London quota for two consecutive years (by value).

We also used the results from our data as part of our submission to the BBC’s Network Supply Review, and we have welcomed the outcome of their recently proposed strategy for out of London.  This is a positive step towards ensuring that we continue to grow the talent outside of London.  However, it should not just be left to the BBC, in order to develop the nations and regions fully we need all broadcasters to be equally committed to a range of diverse programming supplied by the whole of the UK.  Currently, the results from this report are not encouraging.  We are still seeing regions continuing to decline.

The results show that the vast majority of TV production still takes place within the capital.  With ITV predicting their withdrawal from their current commitments and obligations from the nations and regions, and no other broadcaster making steps to equal BBC’s commitment, we can already see evidence within this report that there is a risk of terminal decline in certain areas of the UK.

The political and economic debate into the current review of public sector broadcasting is an opportunity to make changes to combat the current threat in ensuring that we provide diverse creative voices to our nation.  

The nations and regions host a wealth of talent, many of these companies trade regularly overseas and have gained multimillion pound commissions.  We have also seen an increase in production offices opening up in the US.  Commissioners around the World recognise the talent that exists in our nations and regions, they do not have an inbuilt geographical bias and they commission because they recognise good ideas, quality production and programmes that will attract high audience figures. The perceived historical bias against  out of London indies must be challenged not just by quotas but by a commitment to a change of culture.

When Michael Grade was chair of the BBC, he said at a board of governors public meeting in Belfast in 2006: “I believe passionately that it’s wrong that talent has to come to London to get a job.  The history of British Broadcasting over the last 40 years shows there’s an enormous wealth of talent outside of London”
.  Pact endorses this view and we hope that ITV will continue to be a significant broadcaster from the nations and regions.

For the purpose of this report we have excluded GMTV, to replicate the way that Ofcom calculate the out of London quotas.  However, we do question why this factual entertainment programme remains excluded from the quota, and perhaps there needs to be a review as to whether this should remain as an exclusion from the quotas.  Normally the only exclusions from the out of London quotas are news and current affairs.

ITV failed to source any network production from Wales for 2006 and 2007, and they reduced their hours from Scotland producing only 19 hours last year, with only 4 hours produced from Northern Ireland.

ITV’s out of London hours were dominated by the North West with 1,768 hours 38.3%.  However, this was skewed by over 1,300 hours of late night quiz shows Make Your Play and Glitterball.  

Quotas should provide a more culturally diverse programming schedule as well as benefiting the economy, however, we are seeing more programming hours being taken up with quiz shows, and sport.  Sport accounted for 65% of all independent network production from Wales in 2007.  We have also seen these sports programmes have a significant effects on the stability, as they deliver hours at a very low value, create fewer jobs and give a false impression of the success of the English regions, with low cost, high volume shows such as darts and snooker produced by the BBC.  

Key findings – at a glance

Nations

· Scotland’s network hours rose from 264 in 2006 to 298 in 2007 (a 13% increase), this was mainly due to increase activity from the BBC.

· ITV1  reduced network hours from Scotland in 2007
· Channel 4 produced very little from the nations
· Network production from Wales has declined from 119 hours in 2006 to 99 hours in 2007.  Independent network production accounted for all of this reduction

· ITV1 failed to source any network programmes from Wales for a second year running.

· Of the 5,929 hours produced out of London in 2007, Wales only accounted for 99 hours and Northern Ireland on 16 hours.

· Northern Ireland accounted for just 16 hours of network programming in 2007 (down from 20 hours the previous year)

· Five did not commission any network programming from Northern Ireland in 2007

English Regions

· Production in the East of England nearly halved, falling from 600 hours in 2006 to 332 hours in 2007 (a 45% decrease year-on-year).

· Low cost, high volume programmes such as quizzes and sports programmes continue to skew figures for the English regions.  

· Spend in the Midlands fell year on year. The Midlands saw a slight increase in hours with a total of 554 hours in 2007 compared with 486 the previous year.  This increase was a direct result from BBC’s live coverage of UK Snooker Championship from Telford (event previously staged in York).  

· The North East accounted for 61 hours of network production in 2007 compared with 12 hours in 2006.  However, this increase is directly attributed to BBC2’s coverage of World Darts Championship.  The North East has the lowest ratio of network hours per thousand head of population of any of the English Regions.

· The volume of network production from North West England increased 115% year-on-year to 2,236 hrs in 2007, making it the largest supplier of network programming outside of London.  This increase was skewed by ITV1, and particularly by late night quiz shows Make Your Play and Glitterball.

· The South East saw a 58% reduction in network hours between 2006 and 2007 as late night quiz The Mint ceased broadcasting in February 2007.

· The South West remains a key supplier of network programming outside of London, but its output dropped 12% in 2007 to 1,007 hours.  If the BBC make the decision to move Casualty from the South West the region will see an even greater drop to their figures in future years.

· Network production in Yorkshire & the Humber dropped 13% year-on-year from 919 hours in 2006 to 801 hours in 2007, with independent production falling by 85 hours year-on-year.

For further information on the Production Trend Report contact:

Dawn Simpson

Senior Policy Executive – Nations & Regions

dawn@pact.co.uk
0207 067 4386
Objective
The objective of this report is to use quantitative data to explore the issue of network production outside London, presenting a picture of television production in the Nations and Regions. This report updates the initial work carried out by Attentional for Pact in 2007.
Ofcom has set out three criteria for assessing whether a programme is classed as a regional production. In order to qualify as regional, a programme must meet two of the following three criteria:

· the production company must have a substantive business and production base in the UK outside the M25. A base will be taken to be substantive if it is the usual place of employment of executives managing the regional business, of senior personnel involved in the production in question, and of senior personnel involved in seeking programme commissions; 
· at least 70% of the production budget (excluding the cost of on-screen talent, archive material and copyright costs) must be spent in the UK outside the M25; and 
· at least 50% of the production talent (i.e. not on-screen talent) by cost must have their usual place of employment in the UK outside the M25. Freelancers without a usual place of employment outside the M25 will nonetheless count for this purpose if they live outside the M25.

These definitions provide the framework for identifying productions from the Nations and Regions used throughout this report.

Key Findings

Production in the Nations

Last year’s inaugural study of network production in the Nations and Regions highlighted some causes for concern - particularly for those operating in the nations. Network production had declined in Scotland between 2004 and 2006, whilst Wales had seen a fall in independent network production, and Northern Ireland was left with just a handful of network hours. 

The data has now been updated to capture 2007, but the latest figures do little to reassure the nations of their position:  
· From the 5,929 hours produced out of London by the five main broadcasters only 413 hours were produced in the three nations – 
· 99 hours came from Wales

· 16 hours from Northern Ireland 

· 298 hours from Scotland
· Scotland’s network hours rose from 264 in 2006 to 298 in 2007 (a 13% increase), but this was only due to the BBC.
· ITV1 reduced network hours from Scotland in 2007.
· Channel for commissions very little network production from the nations
· Only 2 hours of independent drama came from Scotland in 2007. 
· Network production from Wales has declined from 119 hours in 2006 to 99 hours in 2007. Independent production accounted for all of this reduction.
· ITV1 failed to source any network programmes from Wales for the second year running.
· Northern Ireland accounted for just 16 hours of network programming in 2007 (down from 20 hours the previous year).

· Five did not commission any network programming from Northern Ireland in 2007.

Figure 1: Hours of network programming from Scotland
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Figure 2: Hours of network production, Wales
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Figure 3: Hours of network production, Northern Ireland
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Production in the English Regions

Network production in the English Regions appeared to be in better health than the nations when our initial report was published, and we found an upward trend between 2004 and 2006. However, when analysing the make-up of these figures many of these hours were skewed by late night quiz shows and sports. In 2007 we have seen the independent sector suffer the most, with a drop of 569 hours within independent hours.  In-house grew by 716.7
Figure 4: Hours of network production, English Regions
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Source: Pact/Attentional
This of course masks some differences between each of the English Regions:

· Production in the East of England nearly halved, falling from 600 hours in 2006 to 332 hours in 2007 (a 45% decrease year-on-year).

· Network production in the Midlands saw a slight increase to 554 hours in 2007, but this was mainly due to the BBC’s live snooker coverage from Telford. Spend in the Midlands actually fell year-on-year with an approximately drop in investment of £13m – this was mainly lost from the independent sector.

· North East England accounted for 61 hours of network production in 2007 compared to just 12 hours in 2006. However, this increase is directly attributable to BBC2’s coverage of the World Professional Darts Championship. The North East still has the lowest ratio of network hours per thousand head of population of any of the English Regions.
· The volume of network production from North West England increased 115% year-on-year to 2,236hrs in 2007, making it the largest supplier of network programming outside London. This increase was skewed by late-night quiz shows Make Your Play (produced by ITV in Manchester) and Glitterball (produced by Ludus in Manchester).
· The South East saw a 58% reduction in network hours between 2006 and 2007 as late-night quiz show The Mint ceased broadcasting in February 2007.
· The South West remains a key supplier of network programming outside of London, but its output dropped 12% in 2007 to 1,007 hours. Gameshow Deal or No Deal accounted for 21% of the region’s total network hours in 2007.

· Network production in Yorkshire & the Humber dropped 13% year-on-year from 919 hours in 2006 to 801 hours in 2007, with independent production falling by 85 hours year-on-year.

Methodology
Our starting point for this research was a database of all network
 programmes shown on the five terrestrial channels (BBC1, BBC2, ITV1, C4 and Five) in 2004 to 2007. We have used our in-house metadata to remove repeats, acquisitions, and non-UK productions, leaving a database of all first-run UK-originated network programmes. News programming has also been removed from the database as it is not counted as qualifying programming.
The data was sourced from Attentional’s BARB database, and contains the following data fields taken from BARB programme data:

· Programme name

· Channel

· Start date 

· Start time

· Duration

· BARB genre

· Duration

· All Individuals audience (000s)

The database also includes the following Attentional Metadata fields:

· Production Company
· Production Company Status (Broadcaster or Independent Producer)
· Attentional Microgenre® Type, Format and Interest
The following fields were then added for each transmission in the database for use throughout this project:

· Postcode: These were matched to programmes, based on the primary production company (as it appeared on programme end credits).

· Government Office Region: Each production has been assigned to a GOR area, and (together with the nations) these form the main geographic areas used in this research.

· Cost per Hour: Attentional has applied its own in-house cost-per-hour estimates to all programmes in the database. These estimates were created by collating and cross-referencing all publicly-available data and calibrating against top-line programme spend data. The cost-per-hour figures are based on combinations of headline genre (e.g. Drama, Light Entertainment) and day-part (peak/off-peak). All cost-per-hour figures are based on 2006 prices, thereby giving a trend based on constant 2006 prices.

· New/Returning/Single: Each transmission in the database was assigned one of three categories: new series, returning series or single programmes.

Our approach to assigning productions to a region was initially based on the location of the credited production company, as this allowed us to assign a region to all programmes in the database on an entirely objective basis. However, this approach could not identify programmes credited to production companies based within the M25 that may qualify as regional under the above Ofcom definitions. We therefore produced preliminary lists assigning each title to a region and these were circulated by Pact to experts in each region for verification and amendment.
In updating the database to cover the 2007 calendar year, we have also made retrospective amendments to data from the previous years where fresh information was provided by Pact representatives. In some cases the restated figures from 2004-2006 will therefore differ from those published last year. A number of changes to the methodology have also been implemented, including: 

· The removal of GMTV programming from the database.

· The addition of ITV Nightscreen to the database (previously excluded as non-programme material).

· Duration weighting has been applied to programme durations to bring figures close to ‘slot duration’ as opposed to ‘programme duration’ (i.e. accounting for commercials, sponsorship, promos and idents). BBC programme hours have been increased by 2.5%, and advertiser-funded channels by 24%.    
Production in the Nations and Regions

All Channels

London continues to dominate network production in the UK, accounting for 10,661 hours (excluding news) across the five terrestrial channels in 2007 (64% of the total). The capital has a population of 7.5m, equating to 85 minutes of network production per thousand head of population.  

The North West is the most prolific area outside of London, contributing 2,236 hours of network programming in 2007 (13.5% of the total). However, at 20 minutes per thousand head of population this remains a long way short of London.  

At the opposite end of the spectrum, Northern Ireland and North East England both produced less than 2 minutes of network programming per thousand head of population. Just 16 hours of network programming came from Northern Ireland in 2007, making it the area with the least network production in both absolute terms and relative to the size of population.  

Figure 5: First-run originated network hours 2007 (excluding News)
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BBC1

BBC1 sourced 2,151 hours of network programming from London in 2007 — 71.3% of its originated output (excluding News).  
Out-of-London production was led by the Midlands with 266hrs (8.8%). This region is home to the channel’s daytime soap Doctors, produced by BBC Birmingham and accounting for over 100 hours of programming. Other notable BBC1 titles from the Midlands include the daytime Factual Entertainment series To Buy or Not to Buy (69 hours) and Rural Current Affairs series Countryfile (47 hours). Both are in-house productions, with only 9 hours of independent programming coming from the area in 2007.

The South West also makes a significant contribution to BBC1’s network hours with 193 hours in 2007 (6.4%). Bargain Hunt and Antiques Roadshow were the leading BBC1 titles in the South West region, and both are produced by BBC Bristol. 
The South East only accounted for 108 hours overall (3.6% of the total), but it was the leading region for independent production with 103 hours. 
Network production in the nations remained low, with Scotland, Wales and Northern Irelands combined accounting for less than 5% of non-News network hours.

Figure 6: BBC1 first-run originated network hours 2007 (excluding News)
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BBC2
BBC2’s network hours are more London-centric than BBC1, with the capital accounting for 74.1% of all first-run originations (excluding News) on the channel in 2007.

Out-of-London hours are more evenly distributed across the UK, although there was a notable lack of programming from Northern Ireland (3 hours) and East of England (12 hours).

The South West provided more hours than any other non-London area with 227 hours. The majority of this (180 hours) was in-house production, led by the BBC Bristol series Flog It!
Yorkshire and the Humber was the leading area for independent production with 131 hours, however, this figure was mainly of Snooker coverage from TWI.

Figure 7: BBC2 first-run originated network hours 2007 (excluding News)
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Source: Pact/Attentional
ITV1
Out-of-London hours were dominated by the North West with 1,786 hours — 38.3% of the channel’s first-run originations (excluding News). However, this was skewed by over 1,300 hours of late night quiz shows Make Your Play and Glitterball. Both of these productions were cancelled in 2007.
The North West’s neighbouring region Yorkshire and the Humber also makes a significant contribution to ITV1’s network output, with 186 hours (4% of the total) in 2007. ITV’s long-running soap Emmerdale accounts for 77% of these hours.
ITV1 does very little with any of the three nations - In 2007 just 19 hours of the channel’s network programming came from Scotland, and 4 hours came from Northern Ireland, however no Northern Ireland independent production companies were commissioned by ITV. No network programming was sourced from Wales.
Majority of ITV’s programming outside of London comes from in-house from the North of England, with soaps such as Emmerdale, Coronation Street, and morning entertainment programme Jeremy Kyle making a large contribution to their out of London hours. A large proportion of their hours also came from quiz shows.

Figure 8: ITV1 first-run originated network hours 2007 (excluding News)
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Channel 4

Channel 4 is second only to ITV1 in terms of programming from the Nations and Regions, with 1,237 hours of out-of-London production in 2007 (41% of total first-run originated hours excluding News). Channel 4 sourced more independent production from the Nations and Regions (1,048hrs) than any other channel in 2007. 

Channel 4 also shows a good spread across the Nations and Regions, although none of this programming came from the North East, and Northern Ireland accounted for just 2 hours.

Yorkshire and the Humber was the leading region outside of London, with 435 hours of network programming (13.5% of the total). However, this included 187 hours of Granada Yorkshire gameshow Countdown and 156 hours of horse racing coverage from Highflyer Productions.

The South West also made a significant contribution with 291 hours of programming in 2007, including 213 hours of Endemol gameshow Deal or No Deal (produced in Bristol). 
Figure 9: Channel 4 first-run originated network hours 2007 (excluding News)
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Five
Five had only 20 hours of programmes which came from the three nations.  None of these hours came from Northern Ireland.

77% of Five’s first-run originated hours (excluding News) came from London, with just 617 hours of programming coming from the Nations and Regions. 

These non-London hours were heavily concentrated on the East of England (295 hours) and the South West (163 hours). The East of England figure was boosted by 161 hours of Town House TV’s daytime chat show Trisha. 

Five did not carry any programmes from Northern Ireland, whilst Wales and Scotland only had 5 hours and 15 hours of programming respectively.

Figure 10: Five first-run originated network hours 2007 (excluding News)
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Scotland
Scotland’s network hours rose from 264 in 2006 to 298 in 2007 (an increase of 13%), but remain a long way short of the 346 hours produced there in 2004. This increase in hours was not matched by an increase in value: in fact the estimated value of network production in Scotland fell 3% year-on-year.
The overall increase in Scottish network hours was primarily a result of increased output on BBC1, where hours increased from 55 in 2006 to 101 in 2007. This increase was spread over numerous titles, including 19 hours of Factual Entertainment title Homes Live from IWC Media. Despite the overall increase in network hours from Scotland, ITV1 and Channel 4 both reduced output in 2007. ITV1 hours dropped by 10 hours from 19 hours in 2006 to just 9 hours in 2007, while Channel 4 decreased its Scottish output by 9 hours from 50 hours in 2006 to 41 hours in 2007.

Factual and Factual Entertainment were the predominant genres of independent network production from Scotland in 2007, each accounting for 53 hours (31% of output) and 52 hours (30%) respectively. Only 2 hours of independent drama were sourced from Scotland in 2007.

Figure 11: Hours of network programming from Scotland
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Figure 12: Figure 5: Value of network programming from Scotland
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Wales

Network production from Wales has declined from an already low base of 119 hours in 2006, to 99 hours in 2007, and that decline has been entirely at the expense of independent production. 
From the total of 5,929 total hours out of London Wales were only responsible for 99 hours.
To compound matters, Sport accounted for 31 of the 48 hours of independent production coming from Wales in 2007 (65%). 
ITV1 did not source any network programming from Wales for the second year running, leaving the nation heavily reliant on the BBC.
Figure 13: Hours of network production, Wales
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Figure 14: Value of network production, Wales
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Source: Pact/Attentional
Northern Ireland
Network hours from Northern Ireland also dropped from an already low base of 20 hours in 2006 to 16 hours in 2007, with just 10 hours of independent production (most of which came from Wild Rover Productions’ BBC1 Light Entertainment series Just for Laughs and Endemol’s Childrens series Emu). 
Neither ITV1 nor Five commissioned any network programming from Northern Ireland independent producers in 2007.
Northern Ireland has a lower ratio of network hours to head of population than any other region, with less than 1 minute of network programming per thousand head of population.
Figure 15: Hours of network production, Northern Ireland
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Figure 16: Value of network production, Northern Ireland
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Source: Pact/Attentional
East of England
Production in the East of England nearly halved, falling from 600 hours in 2006 to 332 hours in 2007 (a 45% decrease year-on-year). However, the 2006 figure was swelled by over 250 hours of The Great Big Quiz and The Great British Quiz, both low-cost late night quiz shows on Five. This means that the estimated reduction in spend on network production from the East of England between 2006 and 2007 is slightly lower (though still significant) at 34%.

Five accounted for 89% of all network hours from the East of England in 2007, mainly due to Town House TV’s daytime Talk Show Trisha Goddard. This title accounted for 162 hours of programming in 2007 — nearly half of the total network production from the region.
Figure 17: Hours of network production, East of England
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Figure 18: Value of network production, East of England
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Midlands
Network production in the Midlands saw a slight increase, with a total of 554 hours in 2007 compared to 486 the previous year. This increase was a direct result of the BBC’s live coverage of the 2007 UK Snooker Championship from Telford (this event was previously staged in York), produced by TWI. 

Estimated spend in the Midlands fell by 17% year-on-year, despite the increase in overall hours. This was primarily due to a decrease in Drama output from the region.

Broadcaster production accounted for 72% of Midlands hours. BBC channels accounted for 69% of the region’s network hours in 2007.
Figure 19: Hours of network production, Midlands
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Figure 20: Value of network production, Midlands
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North East England
North East England was one of the few regions to see a significant gain in network production, with 61 hours in 2007 (almost four times the 2006 level). However, this increase is directly attributable to BBC2’s coverage of the World Professional Darts Championship, and Darts accounted for 83% of the region’s network output in 2007.

The North East still accounted for just 0.4% of total network hours in 2007, despite being home to 16.1% of the population. This gives the lowest ratio of network hours per thousand head of population of any of the English regions. 

The region has little in the way of broadcaster presence, with only one programme from BBC North East in 2007.
Figure 21: Hours of network production, North East England
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Figure 22: Value of network production, North East England
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North West England
Network production in North West England totalled 2,236 hours in 2007, and this was more than double the 2006 figure. The region has overtaken the South West to become the largest supplier of network programming outside of London. However, this increase was skewed by ITV1’s late-night quiz shows Make Your Play (produced by ITV in Manchester) and Glitterball (produced by Ludus in Manchester), and both of these titles were cancelled during 2007.

Production in this region is centred on the cities of Manchester (with a large BBC and ITV presence), and Liverpool (the base of Hollyoaks producer Lime Pictures among others).

Aside from London, the North West produced more hours of independent network Drama (143) than any other region in 2007, with Hollyoaks accounting for 88% of this. However, there was a decrease of 17% in hours of independent drama from the North West compared to 2006.  
Figure 23: Hours of network production, North West England
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Figure 24: Value of network production, North West England
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South East England
Network production in the South East was boosted by over 800 hours of ITV1’s late-night quiz show The Mint, but this came to an end in February 2007. This made a significant contribution to a 58% reduction in network hours between 2006 and 2007.  

Network production from broadcasters was largely absent from the South East at 8 hours in 2007, consistent with the previous year. 
The 516 hours of independent production included programming in most genres, although Sport accounted for 25% of independent hours in the region. If we exclude The Mint from the South East, the region had 401 hours of independent production in 2006, indicating that the removal of The Mint has been partially offset by an increase in other independent production.
Figure 25: Hours of network production, South East England

[image: image28.emf]95.3

32.4

8.9 8.1

479.7

473.0

1,226.6

516.4

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

2004 2005 2006 2007

Hours

Independent Broadcaster


Source: Pact/Attentional

Figure 26: Value of network production, South East England
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South West England
The South West contributed 1,007 hours of network programming in 2007 – a 12% decrease on the 2006 total. 
Production in the region is centred on Bristol, and the city has a reputation for Natural History programming. The South West contributed 143 hours of Natural History programming in 2007 — considerably more than all other regions combined (including London). However, the South West’s network output in 2007 was dominated by gameshow Deal or No Deal (Endemol West for Channel 4). This title accounted for 21% of the South West’s total network hours. 
Total independent network production from the South West fell from 858 hours in 2006 to 650 hours in 2007, a decrease of 208 hours. This was due to the cancellation of Five’s daytime quiz show Brainteaser (produced by Cheetah West), with the last transmission shown in March 2007. Brainteaser accounted for 274 hours in 2006.
Should Casualty, a long running BBC drama, be relocated from this region (as suggested by the BBC) we will see the South West’s hours continue to fall significantly.
Figure 27: Hours of network production, South West England
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Figure 28: Value of network production, South West England
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Yorkshire and the Humber
Network production in Yorkshire and the Humber dropped 13% year-on-year from 919 hours in 2006 to 801 hours in 2007. This decrease was mainly comprised of independent production (dropping 85 hours year-on-year).  The majority of this reduction came from a decrease in the hours of Snooker programming from TWI in the region in 2007 (down 55 hours on the previous year). 

Figure 29: Hours of network production, Yorkshire & the Humber
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Figure 30: Value of network production, Yorkshire & the Humber
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� Regional Production and Regional Programme Definitions, Ofcom, March 2004.


� Network programmes are defined as any programmes broadcast in four or more regions simultaneously.
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